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AMERICAN DOCTOi iS ,  ALL O F  THE DOCTORS HAD FULLY ACCEPTED 
THE RECONMENDATIONS AND AGREED THAT THE P R E S I D E  RT SHOULD 

~ 
GO ABROAD FOR FURTHER T E S T I V G  AND TREATMENT, PREFERABLY I 
IN THE UMITEO S T A T E S .  AS A R E S U L T ,  NOUIRA S A I D  'THE 
P R E S I D E N T  AND H I S  W I F E  AS WELL AS H I M S E L F  AND H I S  GOVERN- 
MENT HAVE D E C I D E D  THAT P R E S I D E N T  EOURGUIBA SHOULD GO TO 

I 

THE UNITED S T A T E S  FOR MEDICAL TREATMENT. THE P R I M E  
M I N I S T E R  ADDED THAT HE HAD CALLED A C A B I N E T  MEETING FOR 
THE MOREJING O F  JANUARY 3 TO B R I E F  H I S  M I N I S T E R S .  AFTER 

I1 

GOVERFJMEtIT HAD DONE I N T H I S  EMERGEP!CY, HE THEN S P E C I F I C A L L Y  
ASKED THE UNITED S T A T E S  TO A S S I S T  IN DETERMIFJIFJG THE 
A P P R O P R I A T E  NEDICAL CENTER AKD I N P R O V I D I N G  THE 
TRANSPORTATION. U N D E R  SUBSEQUEFIT Q U E S T I O N 1  NG , HE I N D I C A T E D  
THAT THE T U N I S I A N  GOVERNMENT GlOULD PA'I ALL THE E X P E N S E S .  
" A L L ,  ALL" ,  HE EMPHASIZED.  

, 

- 2. I E X P L A I N E D  TO THE P R I M E  M I K I S T E R  THAT I T  WOULD SEEM 
IYOR"c0RE A T P R O P i i I A T E  AND IN KEEPING WITH P A S T  P R A C T I C E  
I F  THE P R E S I D E N T  WENT TO EUROPE.  HE COULD B E  ASSURED O F  

PRIME M I N I S T E R  E M P H A S I Z E D  THAT EVERYONE WAS IN AGREEPIENT 
THAT I T  SHOULD B E  THE UNITED S T A T E S ;  ARD THAT IN E U R O P E ,  

I 

CLOSE TO T U N I S I A ,  HE WOULD CONTINUE TO BE INVOLVED IN I I 

WHAT I S  GOING ON IN T U N I S I A .  D E S P I T Z  MY FURTHER 
E F F O R T S ,  NOUIRA WOULD NOT B E  D I S S U A D E D  FROM I N S I S T I N G  ON 

D n l l n r r l  T G  .\ 1 c T T c ' r r  A r r n  r n c ~  T . A C A I T  
U U U I i U U i U H  J I L J I  J n\liJ l i \ L n l l l r - I Y L .  
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3.  ACCORD1 NGLY, I S A I D  I WOULD TRANSMIT H I S  REQUEST TO 
WASHINGTON. HE PRESSED STRONGLY FOR A S S I S T A N C E  WHICH WOULD 
PERMIT P R E S I D E N T  BOURGUIRA TO DEPART O N  MONDAY OR T U E S D A Y *  

I 
I 

I EXPLAINED THAT OVER THE LONG NEW YEAR'S  WEEKEND I 
I 

T H I S  ClOULD BE VERY D I F F I C U L T ,  BUT T H A T ,  O F  COURSE,  I 
KNEW THE USG WOULD G I V E  URGENT ATTENTION TO H I S  
REQUEST.  I 

I 
I 

4. FOLLOWING NOUIRA'S  V I S I T t  I TALKED WITH DOCTORS 
BARNES AND MAGAL. THEY CONFIRKED THAT ALL THE DOCTORS, 1 
T U N I S I A N ,  FRENCH, SWISS, A N D  U.S., AFTER MEET1 NG WITH P R E S I D E N T  
BOURGUIBA, HAD PREPARED A B R I E F ,  S I G N E D  STATEMENT IN WHICH 

I 
I 
I 

THEY AGREED UNANIMOUSLY THAT THE P R E S I D E N T  NEEDED 
FURTHER D I A G N O S T I C  EXAMINATION AND TREATMENT . . 

i 
O U T S I D E  OF T U N I S I A .  IN T H I S  B U L L E T I N  THE DOCTORS 

t 

EXPRESSED PREFERENCE FOR SUCH T E S T I N G  IN THE I 
I UNITED STATES.  (DRS. BARNES AND MAGAL EMPHASIZED . . f I 

THAT, D E S P I T E  T H E I R  TACTFUL E F F O R T S ,  THE T U N I S I A N S  i 
WOULD NOT BE DISSUADED FROM T H E I R  D E C I S I O N  THAT P R E S I D E I j T  I 
BOURGUIBA SHOULD GO TO THE UNITED S T A T E S  FOR TREATMENT.) 
THE DOCTOriS F E L T  HE NEEDED A COMPLETE CHANGE O F  ENVIRON- 
MENT. HOWEVER, THE D E C I S I O N  ABOUT WHERE THE P R E S I D E N T  
SHOULD G G  FOR T H I S  TREATMENT WAS S P E C I F I C A L L Y  L E F T  TO THE 
FAMILY. THE PRIME M I N I S T E R  H A D  NOT WANTED BOURGUIBA TO 1 
LEAVE THE COUNTRY--HE F E L T  I T  WOULD B E  BAD FOR P O L I T I C A L  
REASONS-ONOR D I D  MRS. BOURGUIBA AT F I R S T ,  BUT THEY ALL I 

AGREED IN THE END, AFTER CONSULT1 NG THE P R E S I D E N T  A 
SECOND T I M E ,  THAT THE UNITED S T A T E S  WOULD BE THE B E S T  1 
PLACE WHERE HE COULD OBTAIN THE F I N E S T  E X P E R T I S E .  IN ! 

THE END, THEY WERE GUXDED BY WHAT THEY FELT WAS B E S T  FOR 1 
THE P R E S I D E N T .  THE P R E S I D E N T  HAD TOLD THEM, "HE WOULD 1 
DO ANYTHING XO GET BETTER."  

I 
5. COMMENT: ElOUIRA WAS ASKING URGENTLY FOR A N Y  A S S I S T A N C E  I 

WE COULD OFFER. HE WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY L I K E  THE U.S. TO I 

I N V I T E  P R E S I D E N T  BOURGUIBA TO STAY AT A V I P  MEDICAL 
F A C I L I T Y  L I K E  WALTER REED, BUT HE D I D  NOT ASK FOR 
T H I S  DIRECTLY. HE ONLY ASKED FOR A S S I S T A N C E  IN DETER- 
MINING THE A P P R O P R I A T E  MEDICAL CENTER WHERE HE NIGHT GO, 
PRIVATE OR USG, A N D  FOR HELP IN PROVIDING TRANSPOATATION. 
HE INDICATED THAT HE HOPED AF! AMERICAN AIRCRAFT COULD B E  
MADE AVAILABLE FOR T H I S  PURPOSE.  I WAS, O F  COURSE, NON- 
COMIIITTAL WITH THE P R I M E  M I N I S T E R  AS TO NHAT COURSE O F  
ACTION THE USG WILL TAKE, BUT A G A I N  ASSURED HIM THAT H I S  REQUEST 
WOULD R E C E I V E  UkGEIYT A N D  SYMPATHETIC ATTENTION.  DR. BARNES AND 
DR. MAGAL STATED TO ME T-HAT THE P R E S I D E N T  SHOULD GO TO A MEDICAL 
CENTER WHERE HE.CAN HAVE BOTH PSYCHIPlTi i IC  A N D  
NFUROLOG I CAL CARE. 

I 
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6. THE MANNER IN WHICH WE RESPOND TO T H I S  R E Q U E S T  IS VERY 
IMPORTANT. IN MY O P I N I O N ,  I T  SHOULD 6 E  Q U I C K ,  P O S I T I V E  
AND GENEROUS. I DO *NOT WANT TO DWELL ON THE O B V I O U S .  
BOURGUIBA HAS BEEN A LONG AND F A I T H F U L  F R I E N D  O F  THE 
U N I T E D  S T A T E S  AND HE HAS HAD A CLOSE R E L A T I O E I S H I P  WITH 
P R E S I D E l J T S  NIXCN, EISENHOWER,  KENNEDY ARD JOt iNSON.  HE 
I S  S E R I O U S L Y  I L L .  HE WANTS TO G,O TO THE U N I T E D  
S T A T E S  WHERE HE F E E L S  HE W I L L  GET THE F I N E S T  MEDICAL 
ATTEEJTION. WHILE RECOG b l I Z I  NG THAT THERE MAY B E  9 

ULTIMATELY SOME C R I T I C I S M  O F  THE U.S. I F  RE FOLLOWS THE 
SA91E COURSE A S  MOMGI S L I M ,  THERE WILL B E  MUCH MORE P O L I T I C A L  
FALLOUT,  I F  THE U.S. F A I L S  TO RESPOND TO T H I S  URGENT PLEA 
FOR A S S I S T A N C E  I[\: A MAKRER IN KEEPING WITH THE T R A 9 I T I O r J  O F  
OUR R E L A T I O N S H I P .  / . . 
7. REQUEST DEPARTMENT P A S S  P A R I S .  

GP-  1 
R E L P H  
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(NOT PASSED TO PARIS BY OC/T  JANUARY 3, 1971)  

I I 

NOT TO BE REPRODUCED WITHOUT THE AUTHORIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY i 

. . ! 
! 

DECLASSIFIED 
PA/HO Department of State 
E.O. 12958, as amended 
September 6, 2007




